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Slips/Trips/Falls
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According to the U.S. Department of Labor, slips, trips and falls are the most common occupational accident.  They cause 15% of all accidental deaths, and are second only to motor vehicles as a cause of fatalities. 
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How to prevent Slips, Trips, and Falls:
Here are some tips to help avoid slips/trips/falls when the weather is snowy, icy, or wet:

· Wear shoes or boots with slip resistant soles
· Survey the area around your vehicle for icy patches prior to exiting
· Watch where you are walking; do not use crosswalks or walkways that have not been cleared
· Remove as much snow as possible from your shoes before entering buildings
· Make sure that you wear proper footwear with good traction that is kept in good repair.

Here are some tips to help avoid slips/trips/falls in general:  

· Use the handrails on stairways
· Don’t overload your arms
· Do not carry things that may obstruct your view
· Make sure your pathway is clear
· Close file drawers after every use
· Clean up or report spills immediately
· Walk!  Don’t run!

What is the Center doing to prevent Slips, Trips and Falls?
During winter weather events, the custodial staff will devote additional resources to ensuring that the floors are kept dry and clean.  Also, as a result of the number of calls that we have encountered this winter about slick floors on Center, the Facilities Management Division is researching the various types of cleaners that are available for use on tile floors.  This will help determine if there is a more effective product that can be used regularly on the floors in the winter.  All mishaps and close calls should be reported using the NASA Incident Reporting Information System (IRIS) at:  https://nasa.ex3host.com/Iris/newmenu/login.asp.

If you have any questions, call Lisa Cutler at x6-7409.
What You Can Do To Help! (Call Help Desk @ x6-5555)
1. Report any lighting problems. This goes for inside and outside.
2. Report any hazardous floors. If there are loose tiles, torn carpets, broken or loose flooring, or bumps or cracks in the concrete surfaces.
3. If you are involved in any clean-up operations. Please mark off slippery floors.
4. Never ever run cords, cables or hoses across high-traffic areas. If it can't be avoided, make sure the area is marked off.
5. Report any special hazards that may be lurking in stairwells or in other areas on the center. 
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