How Dr. Frank Kameny got fired,

got angry, and changed the world
‘W*W{ B p—

— 'RR[L[URNT ", \

Dr. Jane Rigby
Observational Cosmology Lab

& JWST Project
NASA GSFC

White House protest, 1965
rch 12, 2012




combat

veteran Astronomer,

1948-1957
Fired civil
servant, 1958

Activist,
1958-2011

Civil rights
legend

Monday, March 12, 2012



Monday, March 12, 2012



Frank Kameny as a Harvard astronomy PhD student, 1950s.
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“Then,in 1957, at age 32, Frank Kameny
had his ‘accident’: the fatal accident of
being "found out gay" in the 1950s.”
-Charles Francis




The world for gays in 1956.
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The world for gays in 1956.

Police Raid on The Whoopee Club, 1956
New York Sun photograph archive, LOC.
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vesday, September 25, 1962

Fairfax Police Drive
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your most recent position, |ist

all employment and include
Bk any references you do not

military service as
wish us to cont

Part of record. Indicate
(When may we contace?)

act 1mmedm(ely.
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1. Have you ever been fired, asked to resign, furloughed (other than regular furlough or leave) or put on an inactive
status for any reason while serving with any service of the United States or in any position of private or

-
.

government employment? YIZ O If yes, state circumstances on separate sheet.

b. Have you ever been barred by any governmental or private employer from taking examinations or accepting any

appointments? _ & S [f yes, statg circumstances on separate sheet.
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

1520 H STREET NORTHWEST
WasHINGTON 25, D, C

: A
"']1“ .'p(" l»l-) } TeLarmwone EXecurive 3-3280

TWX: WA 75

Mr. Franklin E. Kameny
2435 18th Street, N.W.
Washington 12, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kameny:

The National AeronauticCs anda Space i !
appreciates your interes P neg for a pos W
been acceptling applications in occupational areas of wo
pending the time the NASA would become organized and th
. -
specific needs for personnel known.

The NASA was 1’0:‘1’.1;11'.‘»’ ()z‘g;.xx:,;;:,-ci on October 1, 1958.
The det dll(‘u rganization structure has now prog

the point where we know Or can predict the
personnel we will ne ed.

kinds and levels of

We have made a careful review and evaluation of your
application for applicab ility to our present and anticipated
needs. A careful determination has been made that there 18
no position in which we can utilize your particular qualifica

tions. 'I""_(:m-fore_-. your application is being returned to you.

Thank vou for your interest in the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.

Very truly yours

x4 e Kameny Papers

Robert J. Lacklen
LOC

Director of Personne el
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Supreme Conrt of the United States

OctoBER TERM, 1960

No. Q,?g

FrANKLIN EbpwaArD KaAMENY, Petitioner
V.

WirBer M. BRUCKER, Secretary of the Army, et al.,
Respondents

PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI
TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT

FrankLN E. KAMENY

2435 18th Street, N. W.
Washington 9, D. C.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ADMINISTRATOR

BUREAV OF SECURITY AND CONSULAR AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON

November 7, 1960

Dear Dr. Kameny:

1t should be perfectly apparent to you, as it was
to me upon receipt of your first letter, that I am un-
able to make any reply that will be satisfactory to you.
You are equally aware as 1 of the reasons why the De-
partment of State does not hire homosexuals and will not
permit their employment. 1 am quite prepared to agree
that a substantial amount of the reason behind this
policy results from the attitude of our society in
general toward any behavior which it considers undesir-
able and which it does not accept. Homosexuality is
one such behavior.

So long as this is the attitude of our society =--
and you are well aware that it is, as expressed both
formally in laws, regulations and ordinances, and infor-
mally in the average reaction of people toward
homosexuals -- the homosexual is automatically a security
risk because of the social and emotional pressures (O
which he is subject from society, and because of the
ever present risk that such pressures can be utilized
by hostile elements tO coerce him into activities
other than those which he would undertake of his own
free will. Also because of the prevailing mores of
our society, the homosexual frequently becomes a dis-
ruptive personnel factor within any organization.

The above arguments, which I am quite certain you
will not agree with, deal solely with elements of homo-
sexuality entirely outside of the control of the
individual to influence. They are quite sufficient,

in my
Dr. Franklin E. Kameny,

2435 18th Street, N.W.,
Washington 9, D.C.




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ADMINISTRATOR

BUREAV OF SECURITY AND CONSULAR AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON

November 7, 1960

So long as this is the attitude of our society =--
and you are well aware that it is, as expressed both
formally in laws, regulations and ordinances, and infor-
mally in the average reaction of people toward
homosexuals -- the homosexual 1s automatically a security
risk because of the social and emotional pressures CO
which he is subject from society, and because of the
ever present risk that such pressures can be utilized
by hostile elements to coerce him into activities
other than those which he would undertake of his own
free will. Also because of the prevailing mores of
our society, the homosexual frequently becomes a dis-
ruptive personnel factor within any organization.

The above arguments, which 1 am quite certain yvu
will not agree with, deal solely with elements of homo-
sexuality entirely outside of the control of the
individual to influence. They are quite sufficient,

in my
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Washington 9, D.C.

Dr. Franklin E. Kameny,
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“CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION™

UNITED STATES CiviL SERVICE COMMISSION IN YOUR REPLY REVER 10
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. FILE

AND DATE OF THIS LETTER

JUN

| Yo Yo o - 3 ) e
Dr. Franklin E. Kameny

o
™l Y - 4 . y
2435 Eighteenth Street l W.
Washington 9, D. C.
Dear Dr. Kameny:

The Civil Service Regulations 1nclude T ollowling as a
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The Commission's policy, based on impartlal consideration O

many cases involving all aspects of human behavior, is that nhomo-
sexuals or sexual perveris are not suitable

~ 2 I 1ot v .'\\‘. E3%al™ 4
m considering the representations 1n youl letter of June 5,
1961, I find no basis for changing this polic]
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White House Protest, | 965.
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7 UPI, reprinted in Becoming Visible
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“I looked at whatever [research] there was, as a
scientist by training. And what I found was
absolutely appalling. Slovenly, slipshod, sleazy
reasoning and scientific work, moralistic and
theological value judgments cloaked in the
language of science but with none of the substance

of science.” - F.AK, 1998, qtd by Murdoch & Price




2020 Cathedral Avenue, Ne We

ashington, D. C. 20016
Yloverber 18, 1975

re« Robert Spitzer, Chalrperson 202-362-22113 202-363~3881
A\merican Psychiatric Assoclation Task force

on Nomenclature and Statistics

722 West 168th Street
New York City, New York 10032

Year Rob3s

In your letter primted in the Psychiatric News inthe Octoberj 15, 1975. is.ﬁue‘,‘
vou state your belief that homosexuality represents nless than optimal functioning®.

I challenge you to provide even a shred of scientificafz_ly-meanzf.ngful or scigrr‘fiﬁca;l
valid support for the statement. I defy you to do so. I'am connnc;ed that ne:}.tner
you nor ényono else can. Your statement is a mere subjective value-m.legme.ant,, with no
sciertific or objective merit whatever. Frankly, I even defy.you to justify your
Belief on a totally mon=scientific, sub jective basis of any kinde

, et ek .
Now t hat we are no longer pathological, we are merely "non-optimal s still defined,

= - alfa'a ales o -
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Volurne 4

M& 7.1973

PSYCHIATRIC ASSN

TO RECONSIDER
SICKNESS THEORY

and other
well

Washington, D.C. Psychiatric News, the
official newspaper of the American

the APA is urging revised labeling for

to The Northern New England Psychiatric

Society by saying that this group, which | consensus within APA that
represents 650 psychiatrists in Massachu- | proper medical basis to accord homosex-
wetts and New Hampshire, has called for | uals less than full and equal protection

b end to legal and employment discrimi- | under the laws.”
Continuing, the Society says there is no

strictions on sexual acts of consenting | evidence that homosexuals function less
dults The Northern New England Soci- | well in occupations than heterosexuals,
ty has suggested that the term “sexual | and even if there were such evidence, it
viation” be replaced in the APA no- | would be unfair
nelature by the term “sexual dysfunc- | policy on class membership probabilities,
bn.”" This position was taken by the | overruling other factors without regard to
the individual case . . . .
ing job applicants on their individual
merit would be most consistent with the

s SR

wation against homosexuals and of legal

jety at its February meeting.
In its statement the Society recom-

Sy o

Kameny Papers, LOC
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include frigidity,
‘non-deviate’ dysfunctions as
Pz;.'cmamc Association. carried an article | homosexuality if, in the opinion of the
in the center of its front page (March 21, | physician, this was a problem area for the
1973) which says that a district branch of | patient.” _
In recommending an end to all legal %

homosexuality. The article calls attention | discrimination against homosexuals, the 5%
Society says it believes there is a wide
“there is no

impotence,

A,

“to base employment

A policy of judg-
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Those who contributed to my May, 1973 trip to Honolulu to attend the meeting of
the American Psychiatric Association,

FROM: Franklin E. Kameny; 5020 Cathedral Avenue, N, W,, Washington, D, C. 20016
20236222113 2023633821

SUBJECT ¢ VICTORY L1 We have been "cured" |}

DATE: December 15, 1973

I have delayed, until now, the writing of this report and letter of thanks and appreciation,
to all of those whose contributions and assistance, in one way or another, made pessible ny
trip to Honolulu, last May, to serve as Chief Discussant for the special session on Homosex=-
wal ity held by the American Psychiatric Association, and to lobby and otherwise to work for
a change in their Nomenclature to remove the labels of "sick™ and "sickness" (or any
approximate synonyrns) from Homosexuals and Homosexuality,

While there were no immediate results from that trip itself, it did overcore long-standing
resistance on the part of the psychiatrists and set into motion the ponderous, extremely
intricate and complex, multi=-level, irternal governance machlnery of Lhe Amwerican Psycldalric
Association, in regard to a policy change in respect to its categorization of homosexuality
as an illness. During the May meeting, we drafted and "fed into the mill" (which we set
into motion there) preliminary proposals on both the deletion of Homosexuality from the APA
Nomenclatura (the major issue) and on an APA position on civil rights for Gays.

Following the May meeting, with some of us overseeing every step and detail, and pushing
ard prodding as necessary, these resolutions moved into and through the Nomenclature
Comnittee $June), the Council on Resecarch and Developrent (October), the Reference
omrittee (November) ard the Assembly of District Branches (Noverber), plus sore of the
individual District Branches., Of these, the major single hurdle was the Cocuncil, We
did extensive lobhying at and before the Council's Washington meeting in mid-October, and

the rescolutions passed.
o : e Kameny papers
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rederal government agencies 1n gay-related security ciearance Cascs. 1L was
put into the APA "pipeline" at the May, 1973 APA annual conference in
Hawaii, following a very informal conference, at a table in a Waikiki gay bar,
with APA officer Robert Spitzer, Ronald Gold, and me.

//

. E. e “

Franklin E. Kameny

POSITION STATEMENT ON HOMOSEXUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS
Adopted by the APA Board of Trustees, December 15, 18973
(Unanimously with one abstention)

vh?reas homosexuality per se implies no impairment in judgment, stabilit

reliability, or general social or vocational capabilities thcreF;re’ be it i
resolved Fhat the American Psychiatric Association depiorés all pubI;c and
prlv?tc discrimination against homosexuals in such areas as employment h;usinﬂ
?ubllc accommodation, and licensing and declares that no burden o% broéflof suzg
Judgm?nt, capacity, or reliability shall be placed upon homosexuals greater tbaé
that imposed on any other persons. Further, the American Psychiatric Associ:ficn
supports and urges the enactment of civil rights legislation at the local stat?
and federal level that would offer homosexual citizens the same protectioés now ’
guar?ntccd to 9thefs on the basis of race, creed, color, etc. Further, the
?mefncan.Psycﬁlatfnc Association supports and urges the repeal of all discriminatory
egislation singling out homosexual acts by consenting adults in private.

(Tbe Amcfi?an Psychiatric Association is, of course, aware that many other
persons in addition to homosexuals are irrationally denied their civil rights on
the ?as;s of pejorative connotations derived from diagnostic or descriptive
t?rmlnology u§cd in psychiatry and deplores all such discrimination. This resoluticn
5'“9!05 out discrimination against homosexuals only becausc of the pervasive dis~-
cr!mln?tory acts directed against this group and the arbitrary and discriminatory
laws directed against homosexual behavior.)
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When government employment policy evolved:

* End of ban on gays in civil service, 1975.

* End of ban on security clearances (executive order), 1995.
 Nondiscrimination in civil service (executive order), 1998.
e Official apology by OPM to Kameny, 2009.

* End of ban on military service (DADT), 2010.




OPM apologizes to Kameny, 2009
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2009: The President signing an executive order opening some fringe
benefits (not health insurance) to partners of federal workers.
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Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, 2010

-
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Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, 2010
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Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, 2010
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SDN’S Tom Carpénter and
NASA’s Charlie Bolden

Frank Kameny

“I can’t tell you how proud I am of you and how happy I
am to see this nightmare end.” - Charlie Bolden
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Memorial at the US Capitol




“lt was because of that man that | have a career.”
- OPM Director Berry
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ZEIGLER

EMANUEL MOUNTZ JR
"BUTCH™ ;

APR. 18. 1951

DEC. 22. 2009

T e A PROUD GAY TIACHER
: AND BUSINESSMAN
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Blas WIS ' ‘af T ) > .
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Posthumous prize for Kameny, American Astronomical Society, 2012
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Calendar Donate JobRegister Member Directory MemberPages ContactUs Journ

» About AAS Working Group on Gay and Lesbian Equality
» Career Services Submitted by Jerry.Lin on Wed, 02/08/2012 - 13:16
o Committees
Website: http//wgle.aas.org
» Contact AAS
» Divisions History: Established January 8, 2012
» Education Services Members: Members of the working group are drawn from the community
» Governance and Council invited to participate.
» Grants/Prizes

Term: The working group is governed by a 5-member executive committe:
o Journals chair is elected by the executive committee.

» Meeting Services

» Membership Services
» Public Policy

Charge: The Working Group on LGBTIQ Equality (WGLE) is tasked with pi
guestioning (LGBTIQ) individuals within our profession. To that end, WGL

. ¢ end hiring and workplace discrimination on the basis of sexual orientatit
o Press Services . . L . . -
- ¢ eliminate the inequalities in compensation experienced by LGBTIQ indiv
» Publications e create a professional climate that respects and values diversity;

» | anal & Palirv Infarmatinn . el . .. . R —
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Frank’s vision is

not yet reality.



(At the Smithsonian.)

Frank’s vision is

not yet reality. But we’ve come a long way.
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Frank’s vision is
not yet reality.

(At the Smithsonian.)
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But we’ve come a long way.
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