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Who was Frank Kameny?
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Frank Kameny as a Harvard astronomy PhD student, 1950s.

Kameny Papers
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“Then, in 1957, at age 32, Frank Kameny 
had his ‘accident’: the fatal accident of 
being "found out gay" in the 1950s.” 

-Charles Francis
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The world for gays in 1956.

Police Raid on The Whoopee Club, 1956 
New York Sun photograph archive, LOC
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Police Raid on The Whoopee Club, 1956 
New York Sun photograph archive, LOC.
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Frank in 1948.  Kameny Papers, LOC
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White House Protest, 1965.
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UPI, reprinted in Becoming Visible
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“I looked at whatever [research] there was, as a 
scientist by training.  And what I found was 
absolutely appalling.  Slovenly, slipshod, sleazy 
reasoning and scientific work, moralistic and 
theological value judgments cloaked in the 
language of science but with none of the substance 
of science.” - F.A.K, 1998, qtd by Murdoch & Price
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• End of ban on gays in civil service, 1975.
• End of ban on security clearances (executive order), 1995. 
• Nondiscrimination in civil service (executive order), 1998.
• Official apology by OPM to Kameny, 2009. 
• End of ban on military service (DADT), 2010.

When government employment policy evolved:
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OPM apologizes to Kameny, 2009

OPM
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2009:  The President signing an executive order opening some fringe 
benefits (not health insurance) to partners of federal workers.
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Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”,  2010

Monday, March 12, 2012



Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”,  2010
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“I can’t tell you how proud I am of you and how happy I 
am to see this nightmare end.” - Charlie Bolden

Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”,  2010

SLDN’s Tom Carpenter and 
NASA’s Charlie BoldenFrank Kameny
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The Advocate- Robert Dodge 

Memorial at the US Capitol
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“It was because of that man that I have a career.”
- OPM Director Berry
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Posthumous prize for Kameny, American Astronomical Society, 2012
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Frank’s vision is 
not yet reality.
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But we’ve come a long way.

(At the Smithsonian.)
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